Ms. Brown
English

Of Mice and Men: Pre-Reading Activity

Before we read Of Mice and Men, I would like you to get acquainted with some background information concerning the novella. Each of you will be given one of the five background categories. The choices are as follows:

· The Life of John Steinbeck

· Euthanasia

· Mental Disability

· The Migrant Experience

· The Great Depression

Task: You will be broken up into groups of four and will be given some time in the library to research your topic. Using only credible internet sources, each group will be required to make a power point that they will present to the class.

I will be here to help you with your research and through the presentation process.

Requirements:

· All presentations must have at least eight slides.
· Be sure to have a title page with all the group members’ names included.
· You must define the topic (Explain what it was and give a valid description)You should not copy/paste! All information needs to be put in your own words and cited. This should historical information and other items you think will be pertinent to the study of the novel.
· One slide must be your group’s prediction as to what the topic has to do with the novella. This should be a paragraph in length.
· Every person in your group must come up with a question to ask the class about the presentation that checks their understanding of the topic. (The questions and answers can take up to 2 slides.)
· Be sure to include four pictures that relate to your topic. Explain what they are and how they relate to the topic.
· Remember you are teaching about the topic. Therefore, be thorough in your description. Be sure that everyone in the group speaks on the day of the presentation.
· BEFORE the day of the presentations, which is Nov. 10, you must email me the power point. I will upload your projects to Moodle for note-taking purposes.
The presentation will be graded on the requirements listed. This will be a quiz grade for the new marking period. Do well!
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	Slide Requirement 
	Presentation has at least eight well-constructed slides. 
	Presentation has at least eight slides. 
	Presentation has at least seven slides. 
	Presentation has at least six slides. 

	Title Page 
	The title page has all the group members’ names included, it indicates the name of the topic assigned and is well-constructed. 
	The title page has all the group members’ names included, it indicates the name of the topic assigned. 
	There is an introductory page, but not all elements are included. 
	There is a title page. 

	Topic Background 
	The slides accurately describe the topic, in a concise and thoughtful manner.History is provided as well as additional information that can be considered pertinent. The work indicates much effort. 
	The slides accurately describe the topic, history is provided as well as additional information that can be considered pertinent. The work is completed thoroughly. 
	The slides describe the topic, history is provided as well as additional information that can be considered pertinent. 
	The slides describe the topic, history is provided as well as additional information that can be considered pertinent. 

	Citations 
	All work is written in the groups' own words. Information and pictures are cited. All citations are credible. 
	All work is written in the groups' own words. Information and pictures are mostly cited. All citations are credible. 
	All work is written in the groups' own words. Information and pictures are partially cited. All citations are credible. 
	All work is written in the groups' own words. Some citations are provided. 

	Prediction 
	A detailed and thoughtful prediction as to how the information found about the topic will relate to the novel is provided in a full paragraph. 
	A prediction as to how the information found about the topic will relate to the novel is provided. In five sentences. 
	A prediction is given, but may not be thoughtful or the proper length. 
	A under-suported prediction is given. 

	Questions 
	Every group member provided a thoughtful question and answer that checked the other students' understanding about the topic. 
	Every group member provided a question and answer that checked the other students' understanding about the topic. 
	Questions provided may not have been well-thought or not every group member may have contributed. 
	Group did not supply adequate questions and answers with the class. 

	Graphics 
	Group included at least four cited graphics that aid in the presentation of the topic. 
	Group included at least four cited graphics. 
	Group included at least three cited graphics. 
	Group included at least two cited graphics. 

	Due Date 
	All work was completed in full and submitted before the due date in order for the information to be accessible to the class. 
	  
	  
	


